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Ph. D. (2003).  Dissertation:  “The Healing Light”:  An Introduction to the Political  
Philosophizing of Pierre Manent”                                       Fordham University, Bronx, 
NY 
 
Teaching 
 
2005-current           St. Mary’s Seminary & University               Richard and Barbara Fisher  
                                                                                                         Professor of Philosophy  
 
Publications 
 
Translations 
 
The Religion of Humanity:  The Idol of our Time (South Bend, IN:  St. Augustine Press, 
2022), edited and translated by Paul Seaton. 
 
Montaigne:  Life without Law (South Bend, IN:  University of Notre Dame Press, 2020), 
by Pierre Manent,  translated with a Translator’s Introduction by Paul Seaton. 
 
Moderately Modern (South Bend, IN:  St. Augustine Press, 2019), by Rémi Brague, 
translated with a Translator’s Introduction by Paul Seaton 
 
The Kingdom of Man:  On the Genesis and Failure of the Modern Project  (South Bend, 
IN:  University of Notre Dame Press, 2018), by Rémi Brague, translated with an  
Translator’s Introduction by Paul Seaton 
 
Benjamin Constant, On Religion (Liberty Fund Press, 2018) 
 
On the Legitimacy of the Human (South Bend, IN:  St. Augustine Press, 2015), by Rémi 
Brague, translated with a Translator’s Introduction by Paul Seaton 
 
On the God of the Christians (and of one or two others) (South Bend, IN:  St. Augustine 
Press, 2013), by Rémi Brague,  translated with a Translator’s Introduction by Paul Seaton 
 
Democracy without Nations?  The Fate of Self-Government in Europe (Wilmington, DE:      
     ISI Books, Oct. 2007), by Pierre Manent, translated with a Translator’s Introduction    
     by Paul Seaton.   
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Modern Liberty and Its Discontents, by Pierre Manent, translated and edited by Daniel J. 
Mahoney and Paul Seaton (Lanham, MD:  Rowman & Littlefield, 1998) 
 
Articles/Book Chapters/Review Essays  
 
“Teaching Philosophy in Today’s Seminary Context,” Seminary Journal, Summer 2023 

“‘A Personal Point of View’:  The Dissidents, Peter Augustine Lawler, and Us,” 
Perspectives on Political Science, July 2022, vol. 51, no 3, pp. 141-148.  

Editor’s Introduction & an article, “A Socratic in the Late Modern Democratic City,” in a 
symposium devoted to Pierre Manent’s Natural Law and Human Rights in Perspectives 
on Political Science, October-December 2020, Vol. 49, No. 4, pp. 201, 221-229. 
 
Review essay on Ralph Lerner, Naïve Readings:  Reveilles Political and Philosophic 
(Chicago, IL:  University of Chicago Press, 2016), in Interpretation:  A Journal of 
Political Philosophy, Spring, 2020, Vol. 46, Issue 2, pp. 313-329. 
 
Editor’s Introduction & an article, “Sentire cum Brownsone,”  in a symposium devoted to 
A Constitution in Full:  Recovering the Unwritten Foundation of American Liberty 
(Lawrence, KS:  University of Kansas Press:  2019), by Peter Augustine Lawler and 
Richard Reinsch II,  in Perspectives on Political Science, Dec., 2019, pp. 53-55; 56-73. 
 
Review essay of Leo Strauss and His Catholic Readers, American Catholic Philosophical 
Quarterly, Vol. 93, Issue 4, Fall 2019, pp. 767-772. 
 
“Humanitarian Illusions,” review essay of Daniel J. Mahoney, The Idol of Our Age:  How 
the Religion of Humanity Subverts Christianity, Modern Age, Spring, 2019, pp. 73-76. 
 
Review Essay of Thomas Hibbs, Wagering on an Ironic God:  Pascal on Faith and 
Philosophy, The Review of Politics, Special Issue Honoring Catherine H. Zuckert, Spring 
2018, Vol. 80, No. 2, pp. 365-369. 
 
“Charlemagne’s European Project – and Rémi Brague’s,” Modern Age, Winter 2018, 
Vol. 60, No. 1, pp. 45 – 54. 
 
“Papal Globalization,” Perspectives on Political Science (April-June 2015, Vol. 44, No. 
2), pp. 87-91. 
 
“Benedict XVI on Secular Culture, Technological Rationality, and Contemporary 
Liberty,” in Jerusalem, Athens, and Rome:  Essays in Honor of James V. Schall, S. J. 
(South Bend, IN:   St. Augustine Press, July 2013), ed. by Marc Guerra. 
 
Review Essay of J. Budziszewski, The Line Through the Heart:  Natural Law as Fact, 
Theory, and Sign of Contradiction, Perspectives on Political Science, April-June 2012, 
Vol. 41, No. 2, pp. 106 – 115. 



 
Editor’s Introduction to a special book review issue of Perspectives on Political Science 
& a Review Essay of Gilbert Meilaender, Neither Beast nor God, Perspectives on 
Political Science October/December, 2010, Vol. 39, No. 4, pp. 228-232.  
 
Review essay of Francis Cardinal George, O. M. I., The Difference God Makes:  A 
Catholic Vision of Faith, Communion, and Culture (New York:  The Crossroad 
Publishing Company, 2009), Perspectives on Political Science July-September 2010, Vol. 
39, No. 3, pp. 179-182. 
 
Review essay on Pierre Manent, A World beyond Politics?  A Defense of the Nation-State 
(Princeton, NJ:  Princeton University Press, 2006), trans. Marc LePain, Society (Volume 
44, Number 3), pp. 91-97. 
 
“’Wrestling with Gods and Men’:  Wilson Carey McWilliams and the Puritans,” 
Perspectives on Political Science, Fall 2006, Vol. 35, No. 4, pp. 195-199. 
 
Review essay on Chantal Delsol,  Icarus Fallen:  The Search for Meaning in an  
     Uncertain World (Wilmington, DE:  ISI Books, 2004), 242 pp., in Society, Nov/Dec  
     2005, Vol. 43, No. 1, pp. 92-97. 
 
Review essay on Philippe Bénéton, Equality by Default:  An Essay on Modernity as  
     Confinement, Society, May/June 2005, Vol. 42, No. 4, pp. 85-88. 
 
Editor’s Introduction to a symposium on Montesquieu, Perspectives on Political Science,  
Spring 2005, Vol. 34, No. 2, pp. 68-69 & “’Fortunate Powerlessness’:  Pierre Manent on 
Montesquieu’s Constitutional System of Modern Liberty,” pp. 79-87. 
 
“Democracy’s Darksides?:  Robert Kraynak’s Catholic Reflections on the Soul in the    
Liberal Democratic Dispensation,” in Democracy and Its Friendly Critics:  Tocqueville 
and Political Life Today (Lanham, MD:  Lexington Books, 2004), pp. 155-176. 
 
Review essay on Roger Scruton, The West and the Rest:  Globalization and the Terrorist  
     Threat, Society, Sept/Oct 2003, Vol. 40, No. 6, pp. 87-91. 
 
“Liberation from the Weberian Iron Cage:  Pierre Manent on Max Weber,” Perspectives  
     on Political Science, Summer 2002, Vol. 31, No. 3, pp. 165-172. 
 
“Havel’s Federalist Papers:  Summer Meditations and the Concept of Genuine Politics,”  
     Political Science Reviewer, Vol. XXXI, 2002, pp. 183-235. 
 
Review essay on Peter A. Lawler, Postmodernism Rightly Understood, Interpretation:  A  
     Journal of Political Philosophy, Winter 1999-2000, pp. 169-177. 
 
Review essay on Steven Smith, Spinoza, Liberalism, and the Question of Jewish Identity,  
     Interpretation:  A Journal of Political Philosophy, Spring 1999, pp. 393-404 



 
Journal Book Reviews 
 
Pierre Manent, Natural Law and Human Rights (Notre Dame, IN:  University of Notre 
Dame Press, 2020), Review of Metaphysics, Vol 74, No. 2, December 2020, pp. 395-397.  
 
Christopher Wolfe, Natural Law Liberalism (Cambridge, England:  Cambridge 
University Press, 2007),   Markets & Morality, Volume 10, No. 2, Fall 2007, pp. 385-
387. 
 
Pierre Manent, A World beyond Politics?  A Defense of the Nation-State (Princeton, NJ:  
Princeton University Press, 2006), trans. Marc LePain, The Review of Politics,  Summer 
2007,  V. 69, No. 4, pp. 1-6. 
 
Alan R. Gibson, Interpreting the Founding:  Guide to the Enduring  Debates over the 
Origins and Foundations of the American Republic    (Lawrence, KS:  University Press 
of Kansas, 2006), 174pp.,  Perspectives on Political Science, Fall 2006, Vol. 35, No. 4, 
pp. 238-239. 
 
Vittorio Hösle, Morals and Politics (South Bend, IN:  University of Notre Dame Press,  
     2004), trans. Steven Rendall, 931 pp., The Journal of Markets and Morality, Vol. 8, #2  
     * Fall 2005, pp. 539-542 
 
Thomas L. Pangle, Political Philosophy and the God of Abraham (Baltimore, MD:  Johns  
     Hopkins University Press, 2003), 263 pp., The Canadian Journal of Political Science,  
     March 2005, Vol. 38, Issue 01, pp. 250-252 
 
Will Morrisey, Self-Government, The American Theme:  Presidents of the Founding and  
     Civil War, Perspectives on Political Science, Fall 2004, Vol. 33, No. 4, p. 231 
 
Aurel Kolnai, Privilege and Liberty and Other Essays in Political Philosophy, edited and  
     with an introduction by Daniel J. Mahoney, The Review of Metaphysics, Dec. 2000,  
     pp. 447-449 
 
Paul Cooke, Hobbes and Christianity, Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies, V. XI, 1999,  
     pp. 187-188 
 
James Ceaser, Reconstructing America, Perspectives on Political Science, Summer 1999,  
     p. 180 
 
Mark McPherson, The Religion of Socrates, The Review of Politics, Spring 1998, pp. 
390-394 
 
Blog Essays (at libertylawsite.org and elsewhere) 
 
“The Declaration’s Civic Anthropology,” July 4, 2023 



 
“Benedict XVI and the Drama of European Culture,” January 5, 2023 
 
“Government under Judgment,” July 4, 2022 
 
“Classical Historicism?” (contribution to a symposium on Adrian Vermeule, Common 
Good Constitutionalism), April 28, 2022. 
 
“Medieval Remedies for Modern Maladies” (review of Rémi Brague, Curing Mad 
Truths:  Medieval Wisdom for Modern Man), March 24, 2022. 
 
“America’s Secular Church (review of Leigh Eric Schmidt, The Church of St. Thomas 
Paine), March 2, 2022. 
 
“Intellectual Sins” (review of Gregory Mellema, Sin), Oct. 24, 2021. 
 
“Yves Simon:  Thomist for the Modern World” (review of An Yves Simon Reader), 
September 24, 2021. 
 
“The Declaration’s Principled “We”,” July 4, 2021 
 
“Augustine’s Spirited Defense of the City of God” (review of Veronica Roberts Ogle, 
Politics and the Earthy City in Augustine’s City of God), June 15, 2021. 
 
“Étienne Gilson’s City of God” (review of Étienne Gilson, The Metamorphoses of the 
City of God), April 14, 2021. 
 
“America, Young and Beautiful” (review of Robert Reilly, America on Trial), Catholic 
World Report, June 3, 2020. 
 
“Martha Nussbaum’s Flawed Humanism” (review of The Cosmopolitan Tradition:  A 
Noble but Flawed Ideal), June 12, 2020. 
 
“God in the Declaration,” July 4, 2019. 
 
“Christian Humanism:  A Path Not Taken” (review of Alan Jacobs, In the Year of Our 
Lord 1943), November 30, 2018. 
 
“Metaphysics as Politics?  D. C. Schindler on Locke and Liberalism”  (review of David 
C. Schindler, Freedom from Reality:  The Diabolical Character of Modern Liberty), June 
5, 2018. 
 
“Peter Lawler, A Year Gone By,” May 23, 2018. 
 
Religion of Humanity, August 9, 2017. 
 



Pierre Manent:  Lux Gallica ex Tenebris, June 26, 2017. 
 
Pierre Manent’s Defense of the Nation-State, June 1, 2017. 
 
A Restless Mind, In Search of Truth: Peter Augustine Lawler (1951-2017), First 
Things.org, May 30, 2017. 
 
France Must Practice a Politics of the Possible (review of Pierre Manent, Beyond Radical 
Secularism), October 13, 2016. 
 
Dark Times, the Declaration, and the Despotic Executive, July 4, 2016. 
 
What Does Europe Hold in Common? (review of Pierre Manent, Metamorphoses of the 
City), March 7, 2016). 
 
The Progress of Leo Strauss  (review of Robert Howse, Leo Strauss:  Man of Peace), 
August 31, 2015. 
 
The Declaration’s Principles of Politics, July 4, 2015. 
 
How to Do Things With Words (review of Danielle Allen, Our Declaration:  A Reading 
of the Declaration of Independent in Defense of Equality), October 14, 2014.  
 
Moses, Calvin, and the Puritans Would’ve Listened to NPR If They Were Around Today 
(review of Marilynne Robinson, When I Was a Child I Read Books), August 21, 2014.   
 
Penseurs Extraordinaires (on Pierre Manent, Philippe Bénéton, Chantal Delsol, & Remi 
Brague), July 22, 2014. 
 
The Declaration and Thoughtful Citizenship, June 4, 2014. 
 
 
 
 


