
St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute Course Information Summer 2026  

DM815: Enculturating Ministry 

Instructor Dr. Emily Ralph Servant (eralphservant@stmarys.edu, 484-529-2648) 
Schedule Orientation on Zoom, May 12, 7-8:30pm (ET) 

Individual Zoom meetings (15min) with Dr. Servant in May/June for introductions, 
by appointment. 
Intensive: July 13-16, 8:30am – 4:30pm daily 
(Semester runs May 1-August 31, with final project due August 14) 

Description Effective ministry incarnates the mission of God in the specific context and 
culture(s) in which the minister serves. This course will explore the influence of 
culture on religious experience and expression, provide opportunities for research 
and reflection on the intersections among cultures in the student’s ministry context, 
and equip the student with skills for intercultural listening, leading, and relationship-
building in an environment of mutual respect and transformation. 

Requirements  Reading 
Students should expect to read at most 1400 pages of required reading and should 
come prepared to discuss readings in class, signing up to be “responsible” for certain 
chapters. In addition to the books listed below, articles will be posted in the Canvas 
classroom.  Please consult your syllabus and Canvas classroom for assignments. 
Writing 
Three 4-page reflection papers/oral reports; Observation Journal (forum posts or 
vlogs); Final 12-15-page term paper. Total of 32-35 pages. 
Other Assignments 
Three ethnographic interviews 

 

Required Texts: 

Author and Title (Press, Year, Edition)  Cost Pages to be read 
Shabrae Jackson Krieg & Janet Balasiri Singleterry, editors, Voices 
Rising: Women of Color Finding and Restoring Hope in the City 
(Servant Partners Press, 2018), ISBN#0998366544.* 

$12 2-3 chapters 
(signups) 

Mary Clark Moschella, Ethnography as Pastoral Practice (Pilgrim 
Press, 2023), 2nd Edition, ISBN#9780829800418.* 

$25 all 

Mark Lau Branson & Juan F. Martinez, Churches, Cultures, & 
Leadership: A Practical Theology of Congregations and Ethnicities 
(IVP Academic, 2023), 2nd Edition, ISBN# 978-1514002872.* 

$22 all 

Eric H.F. Law, The Wolf Shall Dwell with the Lamb: A Spirituality for 
Leadership in a Multicultural Community (Chalice, 1993), ISBN# 
9780827242319.* 

$6-10, 
used 

all 

Additional book, student selection in conversation with instructor (to be 
read after intensive). 

varied all 

*To be read (in part or full) by July class. 
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